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From the Pastor’s Desk
I fought back tears as I stood looking at a pair of small
leather shoes in the Halifax Nova Scotia Maritime Museum. Those little
shoes belonged to a small boy whose body was recovered from the North
Atlantic Ocean five days after the sinking of the Titanic. The crew of the
recovery ship Mackay-Bennett had recovered the body of a small blondehaired boy from the ocean on April 21, 1912, and delivered him, along
with other victims of the Titanic, to a morgue in Nova Scotia. He was
wearing the shoes when he was found. The crew was so moved by the
“angelic” face of the infant that they took up a collection and paid for a
grave stone and acted as pall bearers at his funeral service. A police Sargent in Halifax, Clarence Northover, had kept those small shoes in a desk
at the police station. While the clothes of the other victims had been
burned to keep them out of the hands of ghoulish souvenir hunters, he
could not bring himself to burn those little shoes. He hoped someone one
day would be able to identify them and the infant they belong to whose
remains had been buried with great compassion by the hardened seamen
of the Mackay-Bennett. His son had given the shoes to the museum.
That little boy remained unidentified for 99 years. Then in 2011, Ryan
Parr, a professor at Lakehead University in Ontario who has worked with
DNA extracted from ancient human remains, was watching a documentary
about the Titanic. He wondered if anyone would be interested in allowing
him to examine the unknown Titanic Infant. With the help of the U. S.
Armed Forces DNA Lab he identified the remains. He compared the infant’s DNA with living family members of the 50 unidentified children of the
Titanic, and he determined that the little boy was Sidney Goodwin, who
was traveling along with his parents and five siblings to Niagara Falls. All
of them were victims of the sinking of the Titanic on April 15, 1912.
Baby Sidney, and his story, moved me and affected me emotionally 102
years after his death, as I looked at those small leather shoes.
I have the same feeling as I read Matthew 2:16, “Then Herod, when he
saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth and sent
forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and all the coast
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had
diligently enquired of the wise men.”
Christmas brings the joyful sounds of angels singing of a blessed baby
being born. The good news of God being with us. But, also at Christmas,
there are those who are sad. For the parents of Bethlehem it was a gutwrenching prophecy that was fulfilled, “In Rama was there a voice heard,
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.”
All death brings sorrow to those who love the deceased. The death of a
child like little Sydney Goodwin from the Titanic, or the unknown innocents
of Bethlehem, can cause even the most calloused hearts to grieve. Yet
Christmas is still a celebration of hope, and of Eternal life. Today, as it has
always been, the Christmas celebration is mixed with sorrow for many. If
your Christmas is hard because you are missing someone, take your grief
and sorrow to Jesus, whose light shines in the darkest of times, and in the
loneliest of hearts. The one born to give hope in the midst of our deepest
doubts. None of us are unknown to Him.

Terry Fortner

Auditorium Open For Prayer
The auditorium is open for prayer each Sunday morning from 9:15 – 9:45.

Deacons meet Sunday,
December 1, at 8:00am
Sunday, December 1
We will observe the Lord’s Supper during
morning worship on December 1.
Week of Prayer
The WOP for International Missions and the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is December 1-8. Prayer guides will be in the December 1 bulletin. Please pray, and give.
Sunday Night Schedule
Children’s Choirs and Growth Groups will
meet Sunday evenings from 5:30-6:30pm.
We will have special combined services on
December 8 and 29, so check the bulletin
each week for more information.
Wednesday Night Meals
Wednesday Night Meals are served from
5:45-6:15. Wednesday Night Meals won’t
be served when schools are closed.
Stitching with Love Ministry
This ministry will meet from 9am to noon
Thursday, December 5. They are trying to
meet a deadline and could use your help,
even if you don’t sew.
Decorate for Christmas
Come join the merriment of decorating our
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 9am Saturday, December 7. Lunch will be provided.
Churchwide Party for Pathfinders
The Christmas party for the Pathfinder
Class will be 6pm Saturday, December 7.
This is a churchwide event in honor of the
class, so we hope you will attend, and share
the love and joy of the Christmas season.
Bring a dish for the potluck meal, which
will be followed by singing Christmas carols. Martha Harbour is collecting donations
to provide gift cards for the class members.
Children’s Christmas Program
You won’t want to miss the Children’s
Choir Christmas Program on December 8
at 10:55am. Gary and Debbie Vaile have
worked with the children since September,
and they are all excited about singing for
us. The Children’s Choir Christmas Party
will be 5:30 Sunday, December 15.
Dennis Wilkins Reception
You are invited to a reception for Dennis
Wilkins on Sunday, December 8, from 2 to
4 pm at the North Pulaski Baptist Association office, 4500 North Hills Boulevard in
North Little Rock. Drop by to express your
appreciation to Dennis for his faithful service to the churches of NPBA as Associational Missionary.
Missionary Speakers
Matt and Kandi Ostertag, missionaries
serving with the IMB in Guadalajara, Mexico, will be our special guests Sunday, December 8 at 5:30 pm. Come hear how our
prayers and our gifts to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering can help their ministry.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, December 14, all men are invited to Men’s Breakfast at 8:00am.
Children’s Christmas Party
All children are invited to celebrate the
birth of Christ Saturday, December 14, at
10am in the Fellowship Hall. Parents are
welcome and encouraged to join the fun.
Adult Choir Christmas Musical
Sunday, December 15, at 10:55 the Adult
Choir will present the musical, Beautiful
Star. Pray that the Gospel message will be
received with gladness and joy.
Senior Saints Fellowship
Senior Saints will celebrate Christmas on
December 17 at 11am. Invite a friend to
come and enjoy the fellowship and the
potluck lunch following the program.
WOM Prayer Breakfast is cancelled
for December
Open House at the Fortners’
Terry and Robbie want to invite you to
drop by their home at 15 Oak Brook Drive,
Cabot, Saturday, December 21 from 2-4 to
share in the joy of the Christmas season
and to enjoy their hospitality.
Candlelight Service
We will have a Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 6pm. Come, and invite a friend.
Celebration and Praise Service
If you have something you would like to
share with the church, a praise, testimony,
song, poem, scripture, etc. at 5:30 December 29, please let Bro. Gary know.
Deacon Dinner
Saturday, January 4, the Deacons will host
a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall in honor
of Zion Hill Widows and Widowers.

Youth News
 Wednesday Night Switch Services We
have music and a devotion from 6:307:30pm. Join us!
 Monday, December 23-Friday, January 3 - Schools closed.
 Sunday, December 29– Wednesday,
January 1—Youth who signed up will
go to Xtreme Winter Conference in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Pray for this group
as they travel to and from the conference.
Pray for spiritual growth as they attend
conferences on Monday and Tuesday.
Pray for safety and fun while they play in
the snow on Tuesday afternoon.

Message from Matt
Gifts! It is that time of year when the word “gift” is very popular. What gifts will
I buy others? What gifts should I request from others? Christmas lists are bountiful right now. I can’t tell you how many times I have gotten things for Christmas
that I didn’t need and honestly didn’t even want. We get so wrapped up in the
giving of Christmas that sometimes we give just to give without much thought
behind what the individual we are giving to needs or wants.
During this season I want to encourage us all (that includes me) to consider the
gifts that have been given to us by God that are always what we need, even when
we don’t think we need them. Each person’s list would be a little different, as
God gifts us differently for the tasks He has chosen for us. Remember, we (the
church) are one body but many parts. Individually we are the parts. I want to encourage you to make a list of the gifts God has given you. I am going to do this
here as an example.
1. God gave me the gift of Salvation!! What an ultimate gift! I thank God
every day for this gift!
2. God gave me a wonderful wife to walk alongside me as we serve our
Savior. It is such an awesome gift to have someone walking alongside
you and holding you accountable, but also encouraging you as you serve
together.
3. God gave me two children. Even in the tough times as a parent they
keep me humble. As I see how important their obedience is to me for
their well-being, I am reminded of how much more my obedience to my
Heavenly Father is for my well-being.
4. God gave me parents who love(d) me. My parents were never perfect,
but they sure poured their heart into loving me. God gave me both of
them to teach me very different things about life.
5. God gave me Zion Hill Baptist as my church family. I love serving
alongside the people here, and I love being able to lead people who want
to be led in an attitude of serving to others. This church shares my heart
so much!
6. God gave me an ability to speak His truth. Not my truth but His. I love
that God has chosen and gifted me to share with others what God’s message is for us.
7. God gifted me in a way to sing praises to Him. Singing is something I
love to do. If you go on a road trip with me you will get a concert. My
family knows when I am in the shower because I go into concert mode
in there as well. My favorite thing to do is sing praises to my Savior!
8. God has gifted me with Christian friends that are closer than brother or
sisters to me. That is saying a lot because, although God has called her
many miles away from me, I have a sister that encourages me to serve
God by serving others through her actions. A sister who is truly a servant of those she encounters.
These are just some of the things I am thankful that God has gifted me with. Not
a single gift that I mentioned was a gift I don’t need. What an awesome God we
serve that knows our every need and supplies so we may have the great joy of
being used for His purposes! That is one gift, that when we surrender to it, will
keep on giving!

Bro. Matt
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Operation Christmas Child Thank You

Thank you to all who helped with the Christmas shoe boxes. Because
of you 34 more children will have a wonderful Christmas. We will
start collecting again in January, and we have some wonderful ideas to
make the boxes even more beneficial. Thank you again. Maggie Smith

Service Times:
Sunday:
9:15am
Auditorium open for prayer
9:45am
Sunday School
10:55am
Morning Worship
11:30am
Children’s Worship, Fellowship Hall
2:30pm
GriefShare Support Group
5:00pm
Fellowship Meal (Potluck)
5:30pm
Children’s Choir
Growth Groups
Tuesday:
7:00pm
Churchwide Visitation
Wednesday:
5:45pm
Wednesday Night Meal
6:30pm
Mid-week Services
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
(3rd Wednesday Business Mtg.)
GAs, RAs, Mission Friends
Switch Service
7:00pm
Choir Rehearsal

December Activities
1
4
5
7
8

8:00am

10:55am
9:00am
9:00am
6:00pm

10:55am
11:00am
12:00pm
2:00pm
5:30pm
10 11:00am
11
12 11:30am
13 6:30pm
14 8:00am
10:00am
15
10:55am
11:30am
6:30pm
17 11:00am
18
21 2-4pm
22
2:00pm
24 6:00pm
25
29
5:30pm
6:30pm
31
1/1

Deacon Meeting
Sunday Services/Week of Prayer for International Missions begins
Lord’s Supper Observed
Midweek Services
Stitching with Love Ministry
Decorate for Christmas
Churchwide Potluck Christmas Party for Pathfinders Class
Sunday Services/Week of Prayer last day
Children’s Christmas Program
Message
Lottie Moon Mission Meal and Dessert Auction, Fellowship Hall
Dennis Wilkins Retirement Reception, NPBA
Missionaries Matt and Kandi Ostertag
Esther Class Christmas Party, Fellowship Hall
Midweek Services
Searcher’s Class Christmas Party, Fellowship Hall
Co-Ed 3 Class Christmas Party, Fellowship Hall
Men’s Breakfast, Fellowship Hall
Children’s Christmas Party, Fellowship Hall
Sunday Services
Adult Choir Christmas Musical
Message
Finance Committee Meeting
Senior Saints Fellowship
Midweek Services/Business Meeting
Christmas Open House at the Fortners’
Sunday Services
Cabot Nursing and Rehab Center Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Christmas Day
Sunday Services/Youth leave for Xtreme Winter Conference
Celebration and Praise Service
Churchwide Finger Food Fellowship
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day/Youth return from Xtreme Winter Conference

Contact Us
Zion Hill Baptist Church
11923 Zion Hill Rd
Cabot, AR 72023
Office: 501-988-4989
Fax:
501-988-4020
Email: office@zionhillcabot.com
Website: www.zionhillcabot.com
Please use the following contact info
when the church office is closed on
weekends and holidays.

Terry Fortner, Sr. Pastor
terry.fortner@zionhillcabot.com
501-690-3428
Matt Hill, Assoc. Pastor
matt.hill@zionhillcabot.com
501-230-8858
Gary Vaile, Music Director
gary.vaile@zionhillcabot.com
501-519-2868
Recent videos of Zion Hill’s Sunday services can be viewed at
www.zionhillcabot.com/sermons.

